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potlight on

the District

By Mark Kane

dith Gooch was the first female lock
\lwd dam operator when she started

orking at Lockport Lock in May
1990.

Gooch locks boats through the
Lockport Lock on aregular basis like
any other lock and dam operator at
the location, but when she started at
the lock she admits shewasalittle
apprehensive about what everyone
would think about her.

“It was kind of intimidating being
the first women to work at thislock,
but everyone made mefeel right at
home,” said Gooch. “The only real
concerns about working at the lock
and being awoman were the physical
challenges. Some of thethings are
real heavy, but everyone was helpful
and taught me how to do it by myself.

“1 was pleasantly surprised that |
didn't run into negative attitudes
when | got here, everyone made me
feel real welcome,” said Gooch.

She recommends that any women
pondering the possibility of working
at alock and dam siteis, “not to
come into the job with any assump-
tions, and that actually goes for both
sides,” said Gooch.

Gooch decided to work at a Corps lock

and dam site after taking close notice of
someone very closeto her.

“When | met my husband Dale, he was

working at the Brandon Road L ock and
Dam,” said Gooch. “| observed what he
did and thought hisjob was great ... |
thought to myself, ‘1 can do that.””

One of the things Gooch likes most
about working at the lock is dealing with
people.

The next District Spotlight em-
ployee could be working right beside
you, the only way you’ll see that
person hereisif you let me

know it.
If you know
someone who you

“ Spotlight Someone You Know”

feel isdoing agood job, setting a good
example, or isjust a pleasure to work
around, maybe it’stimethe District knew
it.

Ready to tell the rest of the District,
then E-Mail me at:

Mark.A.K ane@usace.army.mil
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Judy Gooch

Head L ock and Dam Operator, L ockport L ock

“| like dealing with the tow industry
and the customers,” said Gooch. “Ina
nutshell, I'm a people person. | also realy
like the fact that | have an impact on how
effectively boatslock through here, which
savestaxpayers dollars.”

Gooch says there are many
aspects of Lockport Lock that make it
agood location, but one stands out
overal.

“It's the people that are here that
make it good alocation,” said Gooch.
“You have to work closely with
people out here, and there's alot of
teamwork involved. Wework all
hours of the night, and it's almost like
alittlefamily.”

The unique operations at the
Lockport Lock are also areason
Gooch enjoys her work there.

“Some of the things you'll find at
thislock that are unique include our
list gate (at the upper end of the lock
the gate drops into the water and the
boats travel over the gate), the curved
approaches at both ends of the lock,
and the fact thisis the highest drop
onthelllinois Waterway ... approxi-
mately 40 feet,” said Gooch. “All of
these things can present different
challengesfor the tows, aswell asa
challenge for usto help them.”

She also pointed out that L ockport
Lock doesn't have a Corps-operated dam.

Gooch and her hushand livein Morris,
I1l. They have three children, a son, 23;
daughter, 21; and their youngest son, 18.

Her habbies include camping, embroi-
dery and working with stained glass.

Gooch's advice to anyone reading this
articleisto, “treat others the way you
want to be treated ... and above all else be
safe no matter what.” i
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Contractors guide a 14-foot-tall
stone monolith into place at the 375-
million-year-old Devonian fossil gor ge,
located at Coralville Lake.

Themonoalith is one of nine mono-
lithsthat will mark the entranceto the
plazain front of theinterpretive center
that will showcase the fossil gorge.

Photo by Scott Ford, Coralville
Lake.
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